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other boys, who were in high spirits., when
the Rector happened to pass. And of course the
Rector's suspicions fastened on the boy who was
without playmates, though he said nothing at the
time. His disappearance was a signal for the
other boys to set upon Jussi.

" Was your father Penjami? Was your father
Penjami? " they mocked.

And the next day, when the Rector found
Jussi out on some point of ignorance concerning
the sacraments he said:

" Thou Johan Benjamin's-son, how dost thou
employ thy evenings? Thou walkest the roads
and seekest not the Lord's holy wisdom. I say
to thee: take heed of this reproof."

The other boys watched the Rector and Jussi
with malicious delight.

Confirmation Class was for Jussi from begin-
ning to end a period of little and big disappoint-
ments, a period wholly lacking in that which had
been in his mind when he stood humming those
grown-up tunes on the evening before class
began. He tried, indeed, to recapture that mood
on various evenings when he happened to be
alone in the living-room at his lodgings, but with
scant success. * His young unformed mind was
at the stage when an irresistible urge drives one
to create a sentimental comprehensive idea of
the visible world. But in the foreground of his